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Program Description

Program title Post-Soviet Transformation: Politics, Economy, Society

Qualification Master of Social Sciences

ECTS Credits Total amount of ECTS earned throughout the program equals 120: 60 ECTS -
for mandatory courses, 30 ECTS — master’s thesis, 20 ECTS — elective courses,
10 ECTS — free credits.
The length of study is 2 academic years, i.e. 4 academic semesters.

Program Language English, with the Georgian components

Program head/coordinator

prof. Marina Muskhelishvili, Interdisciplinary department, Faculty of Social
and Political Sciences, TSU

Program prerequisites

% English language proficiency at least at B2 level (proved by a certificate or
by a written exam at TSU)

% BA level in any social science discipline , in history, economics,
philosophy or jurisprudence

% Pass results in National Graduate Exams (for Georgian students; for foreign

applicants according to Georgian legislation and regulations of TSU)

% Written exam (essay)

% Interview with the admission commission

Assessment scores distribution: English language exam -30%, written exam -
40%, interview — 30%.

Program Goal

Aim of the program is to prepare specialists of social sciences with the
interdisciplinary knowledge of political, economic and social transformation
of Georgia in a post-Soviet period; students of the programs will be able to
apply theoretical knowledge in order to comprehend country’s complex
political, economic and social developments and changes; will be prepared to
apply their knowledge to foster further development of the country.

Learning outcomes

e Knowledge and
understanding;

o  Skills;

® Responsibility and
autonomy

After the completion of the master's program, the graduate:

1. Describes and deeply analyzes the main political, economic, and
social institutional characteristics and trends of the country's post-
Soviet development, including transformation of political institutions,
democratization, and state-building;

2. Critically evaluates the connections between unfolding trends in the
social, political, and economic spheres;

3. Conducts academic research and analytical activities based on critical
analysis of interconnections among various aspects of social life and
synthesis of their elements;

4. Uses the acquired knowledge and approaches to solve specific
practical multifactorial tasks in the public service, civil sector, and
consulting activities;

5. Conducts professional and public communication based on
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professional standards, ethics, and norms established in social science;
Participates in discussions, deliberations, and debates - in writing,
verbally, and using computer visualization in English; to share the
acquired knowledge and own innovative ideas with colleagues,
students, or the general public;

Independently determines problem areas/issues in a multifactorial
environment and further deepens knowledge, applying methodical
and methodological approaches studied within the program;
Contributes to the country's development through professional
activity and civic activism, based on awareness of one's citizenship

attitude towards the past and possible future scenarios.

Learning/Teaching methods

YVVVVYYVYVVY

Oral, written

Independent work on books/e-resources
Explanation —interactive lectures
Discussions/debates

Case studies

Brain storming

Problem based learning/enquiry based learning
E-learning.

Assessment system and criteria

Students evaluation criteria correspond with the Georgian law on
higher education and TSU bylaws.

Students receive ECT-s within a 100 point grading system.

The following components are included in the evaluation form:
activity, midterms, practical and research assignments, final
examination, presentations etc.

Students are evaluated on the bases of practical and theoretical
knowledge.

Some parts of the midterms are/might be carried out online (via TSU
e-learning portal well).

Evaluation System

91 -100 Excellent

81 -90 Very Good

71 -80 Good

61 -70 Satisfactory

HO|O|w| >

51-60 Sufficient

41 -50 No pass (student can retake the final examination
only once)

0-40 Fail (student has to retake the course)

In accordance with minister’s decree N3 (2007) in case of FX assessment

student is allowed to take an additional exam.
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In case of FX assessment in educational program component the institution of
higher education is obliged to organize additional exam at least in 5 days after
the announcement of the results of final exam. Given obligation is not valid
for the dissertation, graduate project/work, creative/performance work or
other scientific project/work.

The points received at final assessment are not added to the additional exam
assessment received by student. Assessment received at additional exam is
final assessment and is depicted in total assessment of. In case of receiving 0-
50 points in total assessment of educational component considering
additional exam assessment student assessment is finalized as F-0 point. In
case of F-assessment student must retake the credit.

Evaluation of master's thesis!.

A Master's Thesis is the work performed individually by the student.

The Master's Thesis is assessed once, with a final assessment with a 100-point
system.

The master's thesis will be passed and the master's student will be awarded
the appropriate credit if the predetermined minimum threshold is exceeded
(at least 51 points).

In the scientific-research component of the Master's educational
program, in case of receiving the grade - (FX) (No pass ), the MA student is
allowed to submit the revised scientific-research component during the next
semester, and in case of receiving the grade - (F) (fail), the MA student loses
the right to submit the same scientific-research component.

The decision of the commission is final.

Appendix No.1
Assessment criteria of the Master's Thesis:
a) Relevance — 5 points

b) Research methodology — 20 points
¢) Literature review and theoretical component — 20 points
d) The ability to analyze and argue -30 points
e) The formal, linguistic, and stylistic aspects of the paper- 10 points
f) Visual appearance of the work, presentation, and communication
skills of the speaker — 15 points
Total: 100 points

L https://bit.ly/49z8tRo
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a) Relevance - 5

(The urgency and novelty of the topic
are evaluated)

Maximum 5 points

e Component/feature does not meet
qualification requirements - 0% ;

e Component/feature includes
significant errors -1-25%;
e Components/features include

minor errors -26-50%
e Component/feature includes non-
essential errors -51-75%
e Component/feature is
76-100

flawless-

b) research methodology - 20

(Appropriacy of goals and objectives,
the
question/hypothesis, and correctness of
establishing

soundness of research

relationships  between
dependent and independent variables
are assessed (if necessary).

Structured and appropriate research
design that is relevant to the research
purpose

(@ comprehensive presentation of

empirical data analysis)

Maximum 20 points
e Component/feature does not meet
qualification requirements - 0%
e Component/feature includes
significant errors —1-25%
e Components/features include
minor errors -26-50%
e Component/feature includes non-
essential errors -51-75%
e Component/feature is flawless-

76-100

c) literature review and theoretical
component - 20

(the comprehensiveness of processing
relevant, up-to-date,
literature, including foreign language
sources

and diverse

and critical analysis of

theoretical material, is assessed)

Maximum 20 points
e Component/feature does not meet
qualification requirements - 0% ;

e Component/feature includes
significant errors -1-25%;
e Components/features include

minor errors -26-50%
e Component/feature includes non-
essential errors -51-75%
e Component/feature is flawless-

76-100

d) the ability to analyze and argue -30
(the consistency of the author's
reasoning, the ability to establish
cause-and-effect  relationships and
draw  adequate conclusions, the
connection of the conclusions with the
main text, and their logicality are
evaluated)

Maximum 30 points
e Component/feature does not meet
qualification requirements - 0% ;

e Component/feature includes
significant errors -1-25%;
e Components/features include

minor errors -26-50%
e Component/feature includes non-
essential errors -51-75%
e Component/feature is
76-100

flawless-

e) The formal, linguistic, and stylistic
aspects of the paper- 10

Maximum 10 points
e Component/feature does not meet
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(the linguistic fluency of the presented qualification requirements - 0% ;

work, academic style, completeness | e Component/feature includes

and correctness of references to significant errors -1-25%;

sources, compliance of the maps, tables, e Components/features include

and figures with the given standard of minor errors -26-50%

paper formatting and the quality of | e Component/feature includes non-

their observance, adherence to essential errors -51-75%

APA/Turabian style) e Component/feature is flawless-
76-100

f) Visual appearance of the work, | Maximum 15 points
presentation, and communication skills | e Component/feature does not meet

of the speaker - 15 qualification requirements - 0% ;
(the visual (technical and aesthetic) | e Component/feature includes
side of the demonstration of the significant errors -1-25%;

content and results of the work, | e Components/features include
availability of visual aids, their minor errors -26-50%

Adequacy and quality, use of modern | e Component/feature includes non-
presentation technologies, such as essential errors -51-75%
PowerPoint, digital maps, tables, e Component/feature is flawless-
graphs, etc.); MA student's answers to 76-100

the questions and notes are assessed)

Note: The reviewer is guided by the criteria outlined in Appendix No. 1 -
except point f -when issuing a recommendation.

Field of employment

Graduates completing their degree with the Program will be able to work in
various fields, including public services, civil society organizations,
academic/research institutions, international organizations, media; spheres of
activities include doing research, teaching at various levels of study,
consultancy, analytical writing, leading projects , etc.

Tuition fee

e 2250 GEL

Human and material resources
for the program

Academic personnel — 8; Invited personnel — 7, Invited foreign personnel — 1.

Financial support of the
program.

The financial sustainability of the program is ensured by Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University and is included in the budget of the Faculty of Social
and Political Sciences.

Academic integrity

Academic integrity is given a lot of attention within the mentioned program.

J The student should present only an independently prepared
assignment, a work in which, following the academic style, it will be
indicated to whom this or that idea and/or words belong;

o The student should not use the paper and/or part of the paper prepared
for another study course; Also must not falsify data or other
information, and must not rewrite the paper.

In the occurrence that any of the above actions take place, the student will be
subject to disciplinary action as defined in the Code of Ethics for violating the
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principles of academic integrity, which are an integral part of true academic
education and a fundamental value of the University. The sanction can be
both re-preparation of the paper and receiving an unsatisfactory grade in the
course.

The master's thesis is checked for plagiarism using the electronic program

"Turnitin" (https://www.turnitin.com/ ). For this purpose, before defending
the master's thesis, the master's student uploads the electronic version of the
finished thesis to check for plagiarism on a special link, which is linked to the
e-learning portal of Tbilisi State University http://e-learning.tsu.ge/.

The faculty's learning process management department, which checks the
master's thesis for "plagiarism", is guided by the " “The Policy Document of
Academic Integrity of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University". The
service sends the electronic version of the papers to the reviewer and the
commission 9 calendar days before the defense. In case of detection of
relevant errors in the thesis, the learning process management department
informs the Master's Theses Protection Commission in writing in order to

respond.

In case of academic dishonesty in the paper, the members of the commission
are entitled to make the following decision:

a) the master's student will be admitted to the defense and the shortcomings
will be reflected in the evaluation of the master's thesis;

b) the master's student will not be admitted to defense;

c) The issue of the master's student will be considered by the Ethics
Commission.

Within 5 calendar days from the submission of the master's thesis, the head
of the master's student must send written consent to admit the master's
student to the defense to the department of learning process management.

Academic integrity policy document:
(https://tsu.ge/assets/media/files/71/academic/372020 d1.pdf)

Additional information

Annual enrollment rate - 20 students
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Democracy, Post-
Civil Society in Comparative Perspective democracy, Populizm . N
BsBeadsmsder Lsbemgsmgds Jgostgdoo | 5 | 15 | 15 | 5 | 90 | 125 | gdmztedos, v 18\/1:1? lg[uslghdlsg“h
396L399BH 03590 3mbEgdm3OsE09, SH0DS TIEBILeLgoe

30390 Hdo




Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

Development Economic Policy of Georgia No prerequisite Eka Lekashvili
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4 Lobgdfogm s 93mbmdogzs: 11 19 90 | 125
begomE@a0mGo 396b3gdH03s 239630m56M900L 9bs os3mbodg
GOOL 930bm3o3mMo
3003030
Gia Jorjoliani
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